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THE SIZE OF THE PROBLEM...

The UK festival and live event industry
generates a huge volume of waste through
the widespread use of disposable plastic and
paper cups at events. This waste has a large
impQact on the environment...
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THE REUSE EFFECT...

Even when they are recycled, single use cups have a significantly higher
environmental impact due to the cumulative impact of manufacturing.
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THE NUMBERS...

The figures stack up from both an environmental and cost perspective...
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Disposable Disposable Reusable Reusable
(Single Use) (Single Use) plastic cups Stainless
Paper Cups Plastic Cups Steel Cup
(Recycled
Steel)
Uses recyclable Sometimes Sometimes Yes Yes
materials
Recycled 0-34% 0-34% 100% 100%
To landfill or 66%-100% 66%-100% >0.1% >0.01%
incineration
Reuseable No No 75+ Infinite
1pint carbon 1729 70.0g 168.0g 178.69
footprint (CO.e)
75 pint carbon 1,290.0g 5,250.0g 633.1g 642.3g
footprint (CO.e)
Raw material 11.89 209 489 113g
per cup (9)
Waste material 8859 15009 Og Og

per 75 uses (g)

Impact per no. uses;
Reusable vs disposable

Includes washing and transport
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Cost per no. uses;

Reusable vs disposable
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THE SOLUTION...

Switching to reusable cups across the UK events
industry would not only reduce manufacturing
costs, but also the massive environmental impact
of disposable cup use
Each year, for every 1 million

reusable event cups in reqular use:
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for75 would be avoided

years That's
about the
weight of
167 Transit
Vans...

tonnes

of waste would
be saved

A reusable cup has a
lower environmental
impact than a single

use cup after less
than 3 uses
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